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prESiDENT XhaFEri MEETS GrEEK MFa KOTZiaS 
The President of the Assembly of the Republic of 

Macedonia, Mr. Talat Xhaferi met the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Greece, Mr. Nikos Kot-
zias, who is officially visiting the Republic of Macedonia. 
President Xhaferi expressed pleasure from the dynam-
ics and the direct bilateral meetings with the Republic 
of Greece, as well as the Meetings in the framework of 
UN seeking solution of the name dispute which burden 
the deeper cooperation of the two states for decades. 
The results of the positive spirit of the prime Ministers’ 
Meetings is the lifting of the blockade for the member-
ship of the Republic of Macedonia in the Adriatic – Io-
nian Strategy and the implementation of the second 
phase of the Agreement for Stabilization and Associa-
tion with EU. Aside from the complex political relations, 
the Republic of Macedonia and Greece have good eco-
nomic cooperation. Greece is the fourth biggest inves-

tor in the Republic of Macedonia, but the two states 
lack of direct bilateral cooperation, except at the mar-
gins of the multilateral meetings and regional initia-
tives. Minister Kotzias expressed pleasure for meeting 
the President again  in the Parliament. The need for es-
tablishing wider framework, providing positive move-
ments and processes between the states is necessary, 
since the bilateral relations at the moment resemble a 
caged bird, unable to fly, stated Minister Kotzias. Fortu-
nately, the two sides share values, traditions and merits 
and request the politicians to resolve the problems and 
establish realistic dimensions, while the excellent coop-
eration in many areas, such as police, defence should 
be broadened to the education, culture, exchange of 
expertise in the science and research centres and many 
other areas of priority.  

The delegation of the Parliamentary Group for Co-
operation with the Parliament of the Republic of 

Bulgaria, led by the Vice President of the Assembly of 
the Republic of Macedonia, Ms. Frosina Tashevska-Re-
menski, met today with the President of the National 
Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria, Mrs. Tsveta Kara-
jancheva. Vice-President Remenski thanked for the 
unanimous support of the National Assembly of the 
Republic of Bulgaria on the Agreement on Friendship, 
Good Neighborhood and Cooperation with the Repub-
lic of Macedonia, as an act of translating the declarative 
efforts into specific activities of common interest, and 
a way to build new bridges of friendship and coopera-
tion on all levels between the two countries. The cur-
rent Government and the Assembly of the Republic of 
Macedonia have initiated essential processes that are 
in the interest of the state and its political and regional 

stability, so that the country courageously walks on its 
path to full membership in NATO and the European 
Union, Remenski said. Vice-President Remenski called 
for support from the Republic of Bulgaria and shared 
her European experiences and practices with the Parlia-
ment of the Republic of Macedonia. President Karaja-
ncheva gladly offered the experience, especially on the 
functioning of the Bulgarian National Assembly, but 
also requested closer cooperation of the parliamentary 
commissions on issues related to the European integra-
tion. The Republic of Bulgaria and the current EU Coun-
cil Presidency, taking into account the key priorities of 
integrating the Western Balkan region into the EU, in-
troduces a personal investment and willingness to help 
implement the necessary reforms. On that road, the Re-
public of Macedonia can count on the Republic of Bul-
garia as its sincere friend and supporter. The attendees 

agreed that after the 11-years stalemate in the bilateral 
relations between the friendship groups, the activities 
should be intensified and dynamised in the future.

 BUlGaria iS a FriEND aND SUppOrTEr OF ThE rEpUBlic OF MacEDONia

MaCedonian legislation 
harMonized with the eU aCqUis  
in MarCh-aPril  2018:
• Law on the Use of Languages
• Law on International and Temporary Protection
• Law on Interception of Communication 

http://www.sobranie.mk/current-structure-2014-2018.nspx
http://www.sobranie.mk/2014-2018-councils.nspx
http://www.sobranie.mk/working-bodies-2014-2018.nspx
http://www.sobranie.mk/delegations-2014-2018-ns_article-delegation-of-the-assembly-of-the-republic-of-macedonia-to-the-parliamentary-committee-on-stabilizat.nspx
http://www.mfa.gov.mk/index.php/en/
http://www.kultura.gov.mk/
http://www.sobranie.mk/home-en.nspx
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GErMaNY – FriEND TO  
MacEDONia aND ThE rEGiON 

The Chairman of the Committee on European Issues, 
Mr. Artan Grubi, and its members, met with a Dele-

gation from the Committee on European Affairs in the 
German Bundestag, led by the Chairman  Gunther Krich-
baum. Mr. Grubi pointed out that the visits of the Ger-
man colleagues is coming in the right time and is very 
needed for the country, since Germany is a key Member 
State of the Union and a great friend of Macedonia and 
the region. At the meeting held shortly before the publi-
cation of the European Commission Progress Report on 
Macedonia, Mr. Grubi stressed the conviction that the 
country would receive a clear and unconditional recom-
mendation for the start of negotiations and requested 
German assistance in obtaining and negotiating date 
this year as well as for invitation to NATO membership 
at the Alliance’s Summer Alliance. The MPs expressed 
satisfaction for the efforts by both sides to initiate new 
dynamics in the political dialogue and enrich the overall 
bilateral cooperation between the two states. It was also 
concluded that parliamentary cooperation must deepen. 
Macedonian MPs thanked their interlocutors for the con-
tinued support and dedication to the European integra-
tion of the countries of the Western Balkans, and they 
expressed their gratitude in particular for Germany’s sup-
port through “the Berlin Process”. The German MPs reaf-
firmed the support of the Federal Republic of Germany 
in relation to the country’s European and Euro-Atlantic 
integration, assessing that Macedonia’s integration into 
NATO and the EU will result in sustainable peace and sta-
bility within the country and in the region.

FiFTh SESSiON OF ThE SEEcp pa

Delegation of the Assembly of the Republic of Mace-
donia to the Parliamentary Assembly of the South-

East European Cooperation Process, led by the Head of 
the Delegation, Talat Xhaferi, President of the Assembly, 
participated at the 5th annual session of the SEECP PS, 
held on 13 and 14 April in Ljubljana, Republic of Slo-
venia.In his address, President Xhaferi underlined that 
Europe without the Western Balkans looks like a mo-
saic, in which few parts are missing in order for that 
picture to be complete and perfect. A the same time, 
in Europe, and globally, certain geopolitical and geo-
strategic processes are very significant: from the debt 
crisis, the referendum in the UK and the beginning of a 
process known as Brexit, then the refugee crisis to the 
latest cooling of relations between the UK,EU and Rus-
sia, clearly outlines these new geopolitical processes. 
Metaphorically speaking, the EU needs to fill that gap as 
soon as possible in its image with full integration of the 
Western Balkans region, thus completing the whole-
ness defined by the EU founding father like Schuman, 
Monnet, Gasperi, Adenauer, Churchill. I am convinced 
that the Parliamentary Assembly of the South East Eu-
ropean Cooperation Process and other organizational 

forms can and should help to find the right answers and 
measures of the current geostrategic processes; an-
swers that will lead to the strengthening of the region 
from all aspects, and thus the strengthening of each 
country individually, concluded President Xhaferi.

MEETiNG OF MacEDONiaN –
FrENch FriENDShip GrOUpS 

The Chairman, MPs, Mr. Pance Ivanov and 
the Members of the Parliamentary Group 

of the Assembly of the Republic of Macedo-
nia for Cooperation with the Parliament of the 
French Republic, met today with a Delegation 
from Friendship Group France - Macedonia 
at the French National Assembly led by its 
President, Mr. Bernard Sour. At the beginning 
of the meeting, Mr. Ivanov thanked France 
for the continuous support to issues that are 
extremely important to the country and its ef-
forts on the road to the EU. The President of 
the Friendship Group, Mr. Bernard Sour, said 
that he was honored to attend this meeting 
and conveyed the message that the wishes 
and efforts for close cooperation between the 
two countries are commonly shared. He also 
noted that Macedonia is an important coun-
try for France, and therefore called for intensi-
fied cooperation, and more frequent contacts 
to enrich the relations between parliamentary 
administrators. Both sides welcomed the re-
cent unconditional positive recommendation 
for the start of negotiations by the European 
Commission, hoping it to turn into an un-
conditional start date for negotiations, and 
they called for exchange between France and 
Macedonia in other fields, such as education, 
youth, sports, culture, cultural heritage, non-
governmental sector, as well as study visits for 
the services. 
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The High Representative of the Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of 

the Commission, Ms. Federica Mogherini addressed 
at the 43rd Session of the Assembly of the Republic 
of Macedonia. At the beginning, she reconfirmed the 
decision by the European Commission to recommend 
to the Council to open negotiations, meaning that the 
country is back on track with a clear, clean, positive 
and unconditional recommendation to open.This is 
an achievement for all institutions of the country, from 
the President Gjorge Ivanov, to the Government, to 
the Parliament, to the different political groups and 
parties, to the local authorities, to the civil society, a 
contribution of every single citizen of this country. This 
is the strongest sign of maturity in a democratic system. 
The European Union integration process sometimes 
is a lot procedures, standards, processes, conditions 

to be met, but at the end of the day it is all about the 
transformation of a society and standards that the 
citizens want to see applied to their own lives, to their 
own communities, to their own society, the way in which 
their life happens every single day. She also recognized 
and acknowledged the impressive work and steps also 
in addressing bilateral issues and regional dynamics. 
Ms. Mogherini pointed out that she tends to avoid 
speaking about enlargement, but prefers speaking 
about the re-unification of Europe, seeing the potential 
in the Republic of Macedonia to move fast towards EU 
membership. At the end, she concluded that there is a 
new atmosphere in the country, recognised in Brussels 
and everywhere inside the European Union and hope 
that the Council at the end of June will follow the 
Commission’s recommendation and determine a date 
for opening of negotiations. 

WOMEN MpS clUB UNiQUE GOal: 
GENDEr EQUaliTY!

The Women MPs’ Club recently marked the 15th an-
niversary of its formation. As the first club in the re-

gion, it has been an example for many years to other 
parliaments how women can unite around important 
issues, surpassing the political, ethnic and religious bor-
ders. 

Among other things, it was emphasized that the 
Parliament will start with the realization of the project 
for promotion of women MPs club contribution. For 
this purpose, a “Women’s room” will be opened in the 
Assembly, following the example of the Swedish Par-
liament, in which women MPs can debate to solve the 
problems of women.  It was also pointed out that since 
the establishment of the Club, great results have been 
achieved in the protection of women’s rights, but that 
they need to be much more involved in their promotion 
by adopting and implementing laws in the interests of 
gender equality. At the celebration of the 15th anniver-
sary, they sent a message that they are satisfied with 
the achieved, but they are not satisfied that they are still 
considered as numbers and quotas. 

The recently adopted Istanbul Convention should 
be a constitution for their future work.

aDDrESS OF ThE EU hiGh rEprESENTaTiVE,  
MS. FEDErica MOGhEriNi  

Strumica carnival 2018


